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Adorers Missionary Sisters of the Poor 

 
Adorer Missionary Sisters of the Poor was co-founded 10 years ago, by Sr. Mary Jennifer Wandia, and Fr. Mark 
Mlay, a Spiritan Priest, in the Diocese of Moshi, Tanzania. they are in Malowa Tanzania. 

 
Sr. Mary joined the Sisters of Mary Immaculate in 1967 at the age of 15, She has been carrying out her vocation 
for over 52 years. Her mission to begin Adorer Missionary began when she visited sisters all over the country at 
their places of ministry, and listened to the stories and struggles of the people they served. When she moved to 

Nairobi, the capital city of Kenya, she realized that there was so much more to learn about the plight of the poor 
in this part of Africa. At the time, Kenya was a single party system, and was very corrupt. Nobody could criticize 
the government. There was tension everywhere and you did not know who to trust! 

 
On July 7, 1990, sister shared with us that while on a very crowded public bus, which was the safest way to travel 
during riots, she was finding it difficult to breathe. Suddenly, she heard the woman next to her cry out with a loud 
voice, “Lord, have Mercy on us!” Sr. Mary lifted her head in fear. Raising her eyes towards the road, she saw 
household belongings scattered all over Jogoo road, and women, men, and children carrying other household 
belongings, and running away from the police who were threatening to shoot anyone who resisted. She then saw 

eight policemen on top of a building, with guns ready to shoot. There was real terror in her heart. It was at that 
moment that Sr. Mary asked herself the ultimate question. "What am I doing in the convent? How have things gotten 
so bad! am I hiding in the convent while God’s people are dying before my eyes and I am not aware?” It was at that 
moment that she had the revelation that she had a personal responsibility, to help the people. 

 
Sr. Mary’s initial thought was that she would help the people from within the community of the Sisters of Mary 
Immaculate, and she did that during the years she came to the United States in 1992, for studies in spirituality at 
Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, PA. However, it was not until 2003, during the General Chapter of Sisters of Mary 
Immaculate, that Sr. Mary realized that God was calling her to do what could not be fulfilled at the same 
congregation. At this time, Sr. Mary received an invitation to attend a conference at Notre Dame University, Indiana 

for a discussion on a document the United States Bishops had issued about solidarity with Africa. Many religious 
and clergy of African origin, living in the United States were invited to the conference. It was at this conference 

that Sr. Mary met Fr. Mark Mlay (they were the only Religious from East Africa.) Sr. Mary shared with Fr. Mark her 
dream to found the congregation, and Fr. Mlay shared with her about his desire to help people in his country, 
Tanzania. 

 
After the conference, having established what issues should be addressed, Bishop Isaac Amani of the Diocese of 

Moshi, gave permission in 2011 for the Foundation of Adorer Missionary Sisters of the Poor in his diocese. At the 

same time, Fr. Mlay sought permission from Bishop Barbarito of the Palm Beach Diocese and was graciously 

granted permission. With that go ahead, Adorers Missionary Sisters of the Poor were incorporated as a Religious 

Charitable Organization in United States in 2012. 

 
About Adorer Missionary 
Sisters of the Poor 

WE ARE HUMANITARIAN FOLLOWING IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF CHRIST 



 
 

Sr. Mary Wandia’s vision is to expand the work of Adorer Missionary Sisters of the Poor in Kenya, where there 
are 2.5 million orphans and 300,000 street children. The Orphanage's initial goal would be to house 150 orphans 
from Kenyan Streets. The Mission of Saint Joseph’s Home of Hope, will be to give encouragement and hope to 
these orphans and street children by providing comprehensive support to each individual child, helping them to 
fulfill their true potential. Such help includes: food, clothing, accommodation, medical, education, and 
accompaniment. 

 
The Children 
Many factors contribute to a child’s decision to live on the streets 

• Lack of support from relatives is the number one reason 
• Lack of food 
• Unable to pay school fees 
• Discrimination 
• Disagreements in families exposing children to many forms of abuses; such as child labor, beatings, sexual 

abuse and early marriages 

Hunger is the number one problem. Children living on the streets of Kenya, have to compete with scavenger birds, 
while digging in the trash for food. They also sniff glue to forget their problems. This is not the life God intended 

for them. Glue destroys their brain, making them unable to think clearly. They begin to hallucinate and get 
confused. 

 
Every night they sleep out in the cold, in ditches or on pavements without a mattress or blanket. During rainy 

season, many catch cold, and there is no medicine for them. Other times they are arrested by the police for petty 
theft. These children of God are so vulnerable in so many ways. Many do not live to celebrate their 
15th birthday! They die alone. 

 
Admission and Care 
Children age 15 and younger, will be received at the Center to get help to reclaim their innocence. They will be 
provided with the basic needs of daily life. 

 
The Program will include: 

a. Rescue from street life, and rehabilitated. 
b. Shelter, food, clothing, medical and counseling 
c. Remedial academic instructions, education, uniform and school supplies 
d. Spiritual and character formation 
e. Facilitating reconciliation with their family of origin 
f. Training in social life skills 

 
We believe that given the opportunity, these children have the potential to change their destiny and become 
productive and successful members of society. 

 
PROJECT GOAL AND NEED 
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Saint Joseph's Home of Hope is a dream that Global Humanitarian Mission and the Adorer Missionary Sisters of 
the Poor, would like to make a reality. 

 
To build the dormitory, kitchen, dining room and classrooms for 100-150 boys, including the Sisters 
Convent, the total cost would be $220,082.00. The GHM monitoring and evaluation costs are $44,016.40. The 

grand total is, $264,098.40. 

 
Thank you in advance for your generosity and belief in Christ, and following his mission to take care of 
the poor. Together let us take the children of Kenya off the streets, and into a life of love and hope! 

 
 

 

 

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS: $264,098.40 

 
PROJECT FINANCIAL GOAL 
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ARCHITECTS RENDITION 
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Kenya’s Street Children 
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Global Humanitarian Mission 
1314 East Las Olas Blvd. 

Fort Lauderdale, Fl.  33301 

www.Globalhumanitarian mission.org 

 

 
Please Join Us 

 

 

 

 

We need your help to continue pursuing our mission. That's why we'd like you to consider a gift 
to this wonderful project. Your generosity would go a long way in providing a safe space for 
the orphans and street children of Kenya, through the Saint Joseph's Home of Hope. 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. We would be more than 
happy to provide you with any additional information. Global Humanitarian Mission, and 
Adorers Missionary Sisters of the Poor, share our immense thanks for your consideration of this 
project.   
 
                                                                                   Matthew 19:1 
“Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.’ 
 
 

 
”Global Humanitarian Mission honors the intent of our donors. All proceeds are restricted for the specific project for which they are raised. If more funds are received than are required for a specific 

project, the additional funds will be used to meet the most urgent need. Global Humanitarian Mission, a 501(c)(3) organization, is comprised of a compassionate and committed team with over thirty 
years’ experience working in international relief and development around the globe.  

  

 


